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Å Russian Colonial Period 

Å Alaska & the U.S.

Å Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act (ANCSA)

Å Antiquities Act of 1906

Å Alaska National Interest 
Lands Conservation Act 
(ANILCA)

Å Constitutional Checks 
and Balances

Program Overview 

Left: Proposals authorized by 
theAlaskaNativeClaimsSettlementAct 
(National Archives Identifier: 42203688)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/42203688


Å Name derived from Aleut word 
ӑ D=QKC9ӅӒ E=9FAF? ӑ?J=9L D9F<Ӓ

Å 663,300 square miles

Å 231 federally recognized tribes

Å Has 17 of the 20 highest peaks in 
U.S.

Å 100,000 glaciers

Å 6,640 miles of coastline (33,904 
miles of shoreline w/islands)

About Alaska

Left: Portage Lake and Glacier. Research team boat at left of 
picture near 80-foot glacier face (National Archives 
Identifier:7035071)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/7035071


Å Great Northern Expedition 
commissioned by Tsar Peter I, 
1733

Å Vitus Bering & Aleksei
Chirikovland in Aleutians in 
1741

Å Aleut and Alutiiq peoples 
systematically taken hostage 
by promyshlennikito leverage 
resources & expand fur trade

Å Numerous companies 
consolidated into Russian-
American Company, 1791

Russian Colonial Period

Right: Sea Otter, from The Marine Mammals of the 
North-Western Coast of America, by Charles 
Scammon (Oregon Historical Society)



Å Comparable to 
Massachusetts Bay 
Company, government-
sponsored commercial 
venture

Å Generally ventured no more 
than 100 miles inland as 
focus is sea otters

Å Alexander Baranov 
appointed first Chief, 
oversees commercial 
operations & colonial 
government

Russian - American Company

Left: Alexander AndreyevichBaranov, Chief 
Manager of the Russian-American Company, 
1790-1818 (NPS Archives)



Å By late 1700s, Sea Otter 
numbers are depleted in 
Northwest Alaska; RAC turns 
to Southeast

Å Lingit already trading 
resources with American & 
British in exchange for 
firearms & European 
commodities

Å RAC negotiates with Sitka 
Lingit to establish small 
trading post; reneges & 
builds Fort Saint Michael

Å Lingit destroy fort in 1802, 
drive Russians out of Sitka

Conflicts of Interest in the Southeast

Fort Saint Michael, built seven miles north of present-day Sitka, was attacked and destroyed by the Lingit, 1802 (NPS Archives)



The Battle of Sitka, 1804

Å Lingit clans unite under )Ӑ9DQķ9F, 
build fortification Shís'giNoowat 
mouth of Indian River

Å Baranov organizes war party 
including Aleut & Alutiiq hunters 
coerced into service

Å Lingit initially repel attack, but lose 
gunpowder reserves, forced to 
withdrawal

Å Russians take control but are 
blockaded by Lingit (supplied by 
Americans) through 1822 with 
uneasy peace reached

The Russians Return to Sitka

Left: Lisianskii'sdrawing of the Tlingit fort, 1@şKɃ?ANoow(NPS 
Archives).



The Russians Return

Left: Lisianskii's drawing of the Tlingit fort, Sh²sôgiNoow

(NPS Archive).
Left: Pulled With Uncommon Strength, Neva Crosses Sitka Sound by Mark R. Myers depicting Aleut 
and Alutiiq hunters forced to assist the Russians in preparation for an attack to reclaim Sitka from the 
Lingit, 9/28/1804 (NPS Photo) Above: The Battle of Sitka, a painting by  Louis S. Glanzmandepicts 
)Ƀ9DQģ9Fleading Lingit warriors against the Russian war party (NPS Photo)



Å Crimean War & commercial 
ventures pit Russia against 
Great Britain (& most of 
Europe) 

Å Lincoln desperate to prevent 
British (& French) intervention 
in U.S. Civil War

Å Abolitionist movement in U.S. 
parallels calls to end serfdom 
in Russia

Å U.S. assists Russia 
circumventing British 
blockade in Pacific NW

Å Russian profits from Alaska in 
decline while the U.S. seeks to 
consolidate geopolitical 
power in Pacific NW

19th Century U.S. - Russian Relations

Left: Czar Alexander II of Russia, ca. 1860-1865 (National Archives Identifier: 526175) Right: Abraham Lincoln, President, U.S., 
ca. 1860-1865 (National Archives Identifier: 527823)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/526175
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/527823


Å Arranged by Secretary of State William Seward in 1868 
for $7.2 million (less than 2 cents/acre)

Å 0A<A;MD=< 9K ӑ1=O9J<ӐK $GDDQӒuntil discovery of gold in 
1890s and ensuing rush of prospectors

Å Excess of $1 trillion in U.S. profits since purchase

Alaska Purchase: Folly to Fortune

Secretary of State William Seward (National Archives Identifier: 528347)Treasury Warrant in the Amount of $7.2 Million for the Purchase of Alaska (National Archives Identifier: 301667)

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/528347

